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Dates to Remember
Thursday, January 25 

Report Cards Available 
in Home Access Center  

by End of the Day

Thursday, February 8 
Board of Directors Meeting 
6:30 p.m. in the South Park  

High School Auditorium 

Monday, February 19 
No School for Students 

Act 80 Day 
(Possible Snow Makeup Day)

New Spaces, New Opportunities
South Park students are starting 2018 in new spaces at South Park High School and South Park 
Middle School. The new and redesigned areas are providing more educational opportunities.

Cafeteria Substitutes 
Needed

The South Park food service 
department is currently seeking 
cafeteria substitutes.  
 
If you are interested, click 
here to visit the substitute 
employment page or call the 
district’s administration office at 
(412) 655-3111.

New Areas Make Classroom Vision a Reality

To say Ms. Alexandra Sahady’s classroom has transformed is an understatement. Her high school 
classroom now looks more like an apartment with a bedroom, kitchen and laundry area. The 
transformation, which has taken place thanks to several generous donations, has advanced Ms. 
Sahady’s goal of helping her students learn and practice skills they will use in their everyday 
lives.

The classroom changes began earlier this school year thanks to a donation from the South 
Park Class of 1976. The donation allowed Ms. Sahady to purchase a washer and dryer for her 
classroom. To Ms. Sahady’s surprise and delight, the donations continued, totaling $5,000. 
In addition to the donation from the Class of 1976, donations were received from the DiIorio 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Flotta and Staley Electric. Soon, the South Park High School facilities staff 
was working to install a kitchen in the classroom.  Using a portion of the donations, the students 
were able to shop for the kitchen appliances and supplies they needed to make their kitchen 
operational and complete.

Now, students are able to practice skills instead of talking about them. Their redesigned 
classroom gives them the space to gain realistic experience with the help of Ms. Sahady and the 
paraprofessionals at South Park High School. Students are assigned different vocational jobs and 
activities that relate to every part of the room. While some students are doing laundry, others 
are making the bed or following a recipe. On Wednesday, January 17, the students baked and 
decorated sugar and chocolate chip cookies to enjoy. Ms. Sahady says her students are reaping 
the rewards of the changes.

“The overwhelming support of our program has made our students truly appreciate these 
powerful acts of kindness that will greatly impact their future,” Ms. Sahady said. “Seeing my 
students’ faces light up when they saw the completed room for the first time is a blessing I will 
never forget!”
 
Ms. Sahady now hopes to schedule students to participate in cooking, hosting events, doing 
laundry and planning meals. She said practicing these skills will give them confidence in 
completing these responsibilities at home and in the community.

South Park students use new TV studio  
to broadcast morning announcements

Read about it on page 3

Location Changed  
for February South 

Park Board of 
Directors Meeting

The February South Park School 
District Board of Directors 
meeting will now be held in 
the South Park High School 
auditorium on Thursday, 
February 8 at 6:30 p.m.

http://sparksd.org
mailto:communications%40sparksd.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://sparksd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=150608&pageId=153056
http://sparksd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=150608&pageId=153056


Eagle Eye E-Newsletter Page 2

Third Grade Animal Wax Museum Caps Cross-Curricular Project

An interactive animal wax museum popped up at South Park Elementary Center on Thursday, January 18.

Third grade students in Mrs. Cramer’s, Mrs. Lesako’s and Mrs. Meikle’s classes hosted the museum as the culmination of their 
cross-curricular investigation of animals around the world.

In science class, students investigated topics including ecosystems, food chains, animal survival adaptations, animal 
classifications and life cycles. After exploring those concepts in science class, students spent time in their language arts classes 
researching each aspect of their chosen animal. In social studies, students used their map skills and knowledge to pinpoint 
locations on the globe where their animals live. Students also explored the climate specific to their animals’ ecosystems. In math 
class, students created a field guide to compare the size of their animals to others. Then they charted and graphed the data. 

The students’ living exhibits provided detailed information about their research and investigations. They used their Chromebooks 
as digital displays to give a more in-depth look at the research explorations. Students also displayed their 3D-printed models of 
their chosen animals. Many students even dressed the part!
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New Spaces, New Opportunities
SPMS News Goes Live

The morning announcements have come a long way at South Park Middle School. Gone are the 
days of making morning announcements over the PA system. Now, South Park Middle School 
students are using the high-tech tools of their new television studio to broadcast news, weather, 
sports and the day’s lunch menu to students, faculty and staff.

Students in sixth through eighth grades began to broadcast the morning announcements before 
winter break. They are using 4K-capable cameras, audio equipment and professional software 
with the help of Mr. Brian Duggan and Mr. Alex Whittington. Every morning, students prepare 
scripts and set up the equipment before recording the broadcast. Students use Chroma Key 
technology to change the green wall behind the student-anchors into a backdrop of the city of 
Pittsburgh. A group of students in the control room is responsible for the broadcast’s audio and 
graphics.

“The students enjoy being part of this dedicated team and look forward to using the studio for 
broadcasting other school events,” said Mr. Whittington.

You can subscribe to the daily broadcasts from South Park Middle School by visiting the SPMS 
News YouTube channel.

South Park 
Students Win 
Steel Center 
Extra Effort 

Awards
Every quarter, Steel Center 
for Career and Technical 
Education recognizes 
students who demonstrate 
outstanding attitude, work 
ethic, attendance and 
dependability. Instructors 
choose students to receive 
the Extra Effort Award. 

Congratulations to the 
following South Park 
students who won the Extra 
Effort Award:

Joe Christman 
Electrical Construction

Hayden Haney 
Collision Repair & 

Refinishing

Kirstiana Holzer 
Advertising & Design

High School Students 
Compete on KDKA’s 

Hometown High Q

South Park High School students 
Cora Danner, Molly Saylor and 
Jake Linder will compete on 
KDKA-TV’s Hometown High Q 
this Saturday. The episode airs 
at 11 a.m. and will re-air on 
Saturday, February 3 at 11:30 
a.m. 

South Park will compete against 
teams from Trinity Christian and 
Riverview.

Students Selected for District Band Festival
South Park senior Taylor Ballenger and sophomore Mina Kimak 
recently participated in the PMEA District 1 West Senior High Band 
Festival. The festival took place January 10, 11 and 12 at Upper St. 
Clair High School under the direction of guest conductor, Mr. Don 
Owens. 

Taylor played in the alto saxophone section, and Mina played 
in the clarinet section. Students from more than 40 schools in 
Allegheny, Greene and Washington counties participated in the 
festival.

Junior Forum Scheduled for February 20
Current South Park High School juniors and their parents are invited to attend “Preparing for Life 
After High School,” an informational forum presented by the South Park High School guidance 
office. The forum will be held in the South Park High School auditorium on Tuesday, February 20 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Click here for more information.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtiyu7cTOUmoJ3AzwQnrlIw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtiyu7cTOUmoJ3AzwQnrlIw
http://southpark.ss10.sharpschool.com/spsd_news/junior_informational_forum_scheduled_for_Feb20
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the  
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

and the Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

Alumnus Speaks to High School Students
Justin Locante, a 2009 South Park alumnus, spoke about 
entrepreneurship and marketing to Mrs. Hecht’s and Mrs. 
Miller’s college and career preparation students and to Mrs. 
Hecht’s sales and marketing students. Locante visited with 
his business partner, Chris Sammarone, owner of Upcode 
Studios. 

Locante has worked in personal training, group fitness 
and sports performance for more than five years. He is a 
graduate of California University of Pennsylvania where 
he graduated with a degree in sports management with 
a concentration in health and wellness. Locante has 
created a health and wellness documentary series called 
“Conscious Mind Wellness” on YouTube and social media.

Fifth Graders Learn About Japanese Culture
Fifth grade students learned about New 
Year’s traditions in Japan when South Park 
Middle School welcomed the Japan in 
the Schools program on January 17. The 
program, established by the Japan-America 
Society of Pennsylvania, brings Japanese 
education into local schools.

Several students got to model traditional 
Japanese attire.

Kindergartners Learn With Their Teddy Bears
Kindergarten students got to bring their teddy bears 
to school on Friday, January 12. Students enjoyed hot 
chocolate and four different types of Teddy Grahams. 
Students sorted the Teddy Grahams, counted them 
and investigated them using their five senses.

There also was a teddy bear parade which ended with 
a fun read-aloud.

Second Grade Students Build Igloos 

Miss Dean’s second grade students recently built homes for their polar bears using various sizes 
of marshmallows. The students enjoyed creating the habitat for their arctic animals. 


